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Orientalism in Robert Fortune’s
Two Visits to the Tea Countries of China

Ao Xuegang

[Abstract] In the time of the Opium War, travel writings by Western adventurers to China
began to show the characteristics of Orientalism. With the West in the center, those narratives
tend to define themselves against Chinese culture and Chinese people. Such travel writings follow
a few set writing paradigms, and one of them is to regard Chinese culture as a static object
difficult to communicate. Another paradigm is to convert spatial distance into time distance,
regarding China as an earlier version of the West. Through such paradigms, the West thus
obtains discursive domination over China. British botanist Robert Fortune’s travelogue, Two
Visits to the Tea Countries of China , is a forerunner.
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