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The Misuse of Homophonic Chinese Characters among
American Middle School Students and
Some Teaching Tips

Yang Xueli

[Abstract] The misuse of homophonic Chinese characters is common for learners of
Chinese as a second language as well as native speakers. This paper analyzes the misuse of
homophonic Chinese characters by eight American high school students and finds that such
misuse is related to the number of characters used and the learner’s attitude, rather than the
learners’ language proficiency. A teacher of Chinese as a second language could explain the
theory of the composition of Chinese characters and compare the wrongly written character with
the right one. The teacher could also help the learners to create an association between the shape
and meaning of Chinese characters so they could better read and write Chinese characters with
fewer mistakes.
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